IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Shaw Festival’s Emerging Artists Program receives multiyear commitment of support from RBC® Foundation
Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON (May 25, 2019) — Earlier this evening at the opening celebration of
Brigadoon, Shaw Festival Executive Director Tim Jennings announced a three-year
commitment from the RBC Foundation for the ongoing support of the Shaw Festival’s
Emerging Artists Program. Supporting the Festival since 1972, the RBC Foundation continues
their long-time partnership with The Shaw with a multi-year pledge of $250,000 in funding. This
renewed commitment will provide support to approximately 21 emerging Shaw Festival artists
through the 2021 season.
Managed by Associate Artistic Director Kate Hennig, The Shaw’s Emerging Artists Program
focuses on providing young actors with a livable income, diverse training and performance
experience; mentorship support and networking opportunities to help them establish successful
careers in the arts.
The RBC Foundation’s generosity allows the Shaw Festival to expand existing training to
include workshop sessions with internationally renowned artists who are masters in their craft.
These exclusive classes expose the Emerging Artist to diverse ideas and varied approaches to
help hone their multi-disciplinary artistry. Each Emerging Artist is paired with an established
actor in the Shaw Festival ensemble. These mentors offer guidance throughout the season to
help the Emerging Artist acclimate to the company, region and theatre industry.
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Since the launch of this initiative in 2005, the RBC Foundation-supported Emerging Artists
Program has assisted over 60 artists, many of whom have gone on to leading roles at the Shaw
Festival and stages across the country.
-30About the Shaw Festival
Inspired by the spirit of Bernard Shaw, the Shaw Festival creates unforgettable theatrical
encounters. The Shaw Festival is a place where people who are curious about the world gather
to share the unique experience of live theatre and to create a deeper human connection with the
artists, the beauty and abundance of Niagara and with each other. For more information, please
visit www.shawfest.com.
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