
 

 

IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

IRVING BERLIN’S WHITE CHRISTMAS 
SPREADS HOLIDAY CHEER AT THE SHAW FESTIVAL 

- Seasonal musical spectacle set to light up the Festival Theatre beginning November 7 - 
 

Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON (November 6, 2025) — Back by popular demand, the delightful and 
heartwarming holiday classic Irving Berlin’s White Christmas returns to the Festival Theatre 
on November 7. After enchanting audiences of all ages during its 2022 Shaw Festival debut, the 
beloved musical invites theatregoers to once again revel in its dazzling dance numbers and 
festive score – featuring the timeless hit, “White Christmas”. Dynamic, multi-faceted artist Kate 
Hennig returns to direct this joyous holiday show that captures all the sparkle, romance and 
nostalgia of the magical season.  
 
Bob Wallace (Jeff Irving) and Phil Davis (Kevin McLachlan), former soldiers turned successful 
song-and-dance duo, follow sister act Judy and Betty Haynes (Mary Antonini and Camille 
Eanga-Selenge) to the quaint town of Pine Tree, Vermont for the holidays. Before long, sparks 
fly as the performers team up to put on a Christmas spectacular and save the failing Columbia 
Inn, run by Bob and Phil’s retired commanding officer General Henry Waverly (David Keeley) 
and his wise-cracking housekeeper, Martha Watson (Jenni Burke).  
 
The cast of Irving Berlin’s White Christmas also includes Matt Alfano*, Vivienne Atwood, 
Alexander Batycki, Jason Cadieux, Kristi Frank, Taylor Garwood, Élodie Gillett, 
Alexandra Gratton, Daniel Greenberg, Matthieu Handfield, Bryce Johnson, Julia Juhas, 
Celine Jung, Graeme Kitagawa, Shona Kiyama, Allison McCaughey, Kevin McLachlan, 
Madelyn Miyashita**, André Morin, Kyla Musselman, Ruthie Nkut, Éamon Stocks**, Kelly 
Wong and Shawn Wright. 
 
The Shaw’s production of Irving Berlin’s White Christmas features music direction by Paul 
Sportelli, choreography by Allison Plamondon, set and costumes by Judith Bowden, lighting 
by Kevin Lamotte, and sound design by Joanna Lynne Staub. The stage management team 
is led by Allan Teichman, stage manager, with support provided by Becca Jorgensen and 
Annie McWhinnie, assistant stage managers. 
 
On stage at the Festival Theatre (10 Queen’s Parade) from November 7 to December 21, 
(available for review beginning November 14), Irving Berlin’s White Christmas is 
recommended for audience members 8+/Grade 3+. Running time is approximately 2 hours 35 
minutes, including one intermission. 
 
Irving Berlin’s White Christmas is sponsored by Mary E. Hill. 
 
Cast:  
Matt Alfano* Gale/Train Conductor/Dance Captain/Ensemble 
Mary Antonini Judy Haynes 
Vivienne Atwood Susan Waverly 
Alexander Batycki*** Swing 
Jenni Burke Martha Watson 
Jason Cadieux Ezekiel Foster/Ensemble 

https://www.shawfest.com/playbill/white-christmas/


 

 

Camille Eanga-Selenge Betty Haynes 
Kristi Frank Rhoda/Ensemble 
Taylor Garwood Ervyn/Ensemble 
Élodie Gillett Quintet/Ethel/Mrs. Snoring Man//Assistant Seamstress/Ensemble 
Alexandra Gratton Gloria/Cigarette Girl/Ensemble 
Daniel Greenberg Standby for Bob Wallace 
Matthieu Handfield Quintet/Max/Ensemble 
Jeff Irving Bob Wallace 
Bryce Johnson Marty/Ensemble 
Julia Juhas Rita/Ensemble 
Celine Jung Susan Waverly 
David Keeley General Henry Waverly 
Graeme Kitagawa Connie/Quintet/Ensemble 
Shona Kiyama*** Loretta/Ensemble 
Allison McCaughey Swing 
Kevin McLachlan Phil Davis 
Madelyn Miyashita** Dottie/Ensemble 
André Morin Mike Nulty/Jimmy/Ensemble 
Kyla Musselman Swing 
Ruthie Nkut Tessie/Quintet/Seamstress/Ensemble 
Éamon Stocks** Swing 
Kelly Wong Ralph Sheldrake/Ensemble 
Shawn Wright Ed Sullivan Announcer/Quintet/Mr. Snoring Man/Scooter/Ensemble 

 
Creative & Production: 
Kate Hennig Director 
Paul Sportelli Music Director 
Allison Plamondon Choreographer 
Judith Bowden Set and Costumes Designer 
Kevin Lamotte Lighting Designer 
Joanna Lynne Staub Sound Designer 
Kiera Sangster Assistant Director 
Allison McCaughey Assistant Choreographer 
Mikael Kangas Associate Lighting Designer 
Allan Teichman Stage Manager 
Becca Jorgensen Assistant Stage Manager 
Annie McWhinnie Assistant Stage Manager 

*2025 Christopher Newton Intern, Matt Alfano, is generously supported by Marilyn and Charles Baillie. 
**The Baillie Cohort is generously supported by the Baillie Family Foundation. 
***RBC Emerging Artists are generously supported by the RBC Foundation. 
Music Director Paul Sportelli is supported by David & Amy Fulton.  
 
About Irving Berlin’s White Christmas   
Based upon the Paramount Pictures Film   



 

 

Written for the screen by Norman Krasna, Norman Panama and Melvin Frank  
Music and lyrics by Irving Berlin   
Book by David Ives and Paul Blake  
Original stage production directed by Walter Bobbie  
Irving Berlin’s White Christmas is presented through special arrangement with Concord 
Theatricals. 
 
The Shaw Festival’s 2025 holiday season runs through to December 21, with a playbill featuring 
Irving Berlin’s White Christmas and A Christmas Carol.  
 
Direct bus service from Downtown Toronto and Burlington to Niagara-on-the-Lake is available 
on the Toronto-Niagara Shaw Express. Luxury buses are standard size wheelchair accessible, 
offer free Wi-Fi and have an on-board host. $39 return per person. Ticket to a 2025 
performance is required. Please pre-arrange with the Box Office. Schedule is subject to change. 
Please confirm dates and times with the Shaw Festival Box Office. For more information, to 
purchase tickets or a seat on the Toronto-Niagara Shaw Express, please contact the Shaw 
Festival Box Office at 1-800-511-SHAW or visit shawfest.com.  
 
The Festival’s current Duty of Care health-related protocols and policies can be found on 
shawfest.com/duty-of-care. 
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The Shaw Festival wishes to acknowledge and honour the land upon which its patrons and 
company members gather as the historic and traditional territory of First Nations peoples. 
Recognition and thanks are extended to the Neutral Nation, the Mississauga and the 
Haudenosaunee for their stewardship of these lands over millennia. 
 
About the Shaw Festival 
Inspired by the spirit of Bernard Shaw, the Shaw Festival creates unforgettable theatrical 
encounters. The Shaw is a place where people who are curious about the world gather to share 
the unique experience of live theatre and to create a deeper human connection with the artists, the 
beauty and abundance of Niagara and with each other. For more information, visit shawfest.com. 
 
Connect with the Shaw Festival 
Facebook | Instagram | #ShareYourShaw 
 
Media Contacts 

 

Jenniffer Anand 
Senior Manager, Communications 
1-800-657-1106 x 2222 
Mobile: 905-941-0018 
janand@shawfest.com 

Ash Belmer 
Publicist, B-Rebel PR 
Mobile: 416-617-8934 
ash@b-rebelpr.com 

 
Matthew Bickerton 
Communications Co-ordinator 
1-800-657-1106 x 2224 
Mobile: 905-941-0377 
mattbickerton@shawfest.com 
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