
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 

SHAW FESTIVAL INTRODUCES 2026 SEASON  
CASTS AND CREATIVE TEAMS  

- Meet the talent poised to bring new voices and reimagined classics to the stage - 
 

Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON (November 12, 2025) — The Shaw Festival’s Artistic Director Tim 
Carroll revealed today the casting and creative teams for the 64th season. 
 
“I couldn’t be more delighted or proud to introduce to you the remarkable team of artists who will 
be making magic for you in 2026,” said Artistic Director Tim Carroll. “The directors, designers, 
musicians and performers listed here represent the peak of their professions. I can’t wait to see 
how they bring to life the bold new worlds of these pieces. Their talent and passion will surely 
create memories that will stay with you long after the lights have faded to black.” 
 
The casting and creative teams for the 2026 holiday season productions of Rodgers + 
Hammerstein’s Cinderella and A Year with Frog and Toad will be announced later next year.  
 
Casting is ongoing. Visit shawfest.com for the latest updates on the upcoming season. Please 
note that dates are subject to change. 
 
The Shaw Festival’s 64th season begins April 2, 2026, and runs until December 23, 2026.  
 
FESTIVAL THEATRE 
  
FUNNY GIRL 
Music by Jule Styne, Lyrics by Bob Merrill  
Book by Isobel Lennart from an original story by Miss Lennart 
Produced for the Broadway stage by Ray Stark  
New York production supervised by Jerome Robbins  
Original production directed by Garson Kanin  
 
Directed by Eda Holmes 
Music direction by Paul Sportelli 
Choreographed by Parker Esse 
Set and costumes designed by James Lavoie 
Lighting designed by Sonoyo Nishikawa 
Sound designed by Joanna Lynne Staub 
 
April 24 – October 3  
Available for review begins May 21  
 
Sara Farb makes her Festival debut as Fanny Brice in The Shaw’s production of this 
bittersweet musical comedy. Farb is joined by Qasim Khan as the smooth-talking gambler Nick 
Arnstein, Damien Atkins as Florenz Ziegfeld Jr., Alana Bridgewater as Mrs. Meeker, Janelle 
Cooper as Mrs. Strakosh and Patty Jamieson as Mrs. Brice. This love letter to theatre also 
features Matt Alfano, Camille Eanga-Selenge, Sharry Flett, Élodie Gillett, Jeff Irving, Jaden 
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Kim, Graeme Kitagawa, Lawrence Libor, Allison McCaughey, Madelyn Miyashita, Cheryl 
Mullings, Jade Repeta, Travis Seetoo, Jeremiah Sparks, Mikayla Stradiotto, Gabriella 
Sundar Singh, Taurian Teelucksingh, Jacqueline Thair and Shawn Wright. 
 
FUNNY GIRL is presented by arrangement with Concord Theatricals on behalf of Tams-Witmark LLC. concordtheatricals.com 
 
Production Sponsors: BMO Financial Group, DeRoy Testamentary Foundation, The William & Nona Heaslip 
Foundation. Supported by Diane King. Official Hotel Partner: Vintage Hotels. 
Age recommendation: 10+ 
 
 
ONE FOR THE POT 
By Ray Cooney and Tony Hilton 
 
Directed by Chris Abraham 
Set designed by Michael Gianfrancesco 
Costumes designed by Ming Wong 
Lighting designed by Imogen Wilson 
Original music and sound designed by Thomas Ryder Payne 
 
May 27 – October 11  
Available for review begins July 9   
 
Peter Fernandes steps into the role(s) of Billy Hickory Wood in this gloriously over-the-top 
farce. Joining him on this rollercoaster romp of mayhem and mirth are Neil Barclay, Fiona 
Byrne, Jason Cadieux, Cosette Derome, Camille Eanga-Selenge, Patrick Galligan, Martin 
Happer, Madelyn Miyashita, Jade Repeta, Sepehr Reybod, Sanjay Talwar and Kelly Wong. 
 
ONE FOR THE POT is presented by arrangement with Concord Theatricals on behalf of Samuel French, Inc. concordtheatricals.com 
 
Supported by Burgundy Asset Management Ltd., Wendy & Bruce Gitelman. 
Age recommendation: 10+ 
 
 
AMADEUS 
By Peter Shaffer 
 
Directed by Tim Carroll 
Set and costumes designed by Judith Bowden 
Lighting designed by Kevin Lamotte 
Music supervision by Paul Sportelli 
Movement direction by Alexis Milligan 
 
July 8 – October 4 
Available for review begins August 8     
 
Tom Rooney’s brooding Antonio Salieri faces off against Michael Therriault’s brash, foul-
mouthed genius Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart in a gripping and darkly witty exploration of 
obsession, envy and the price of artistic ambition. Andrew Broderick, Julia Course, Cosette 
Derome, Allison Edwards-Crewe, Kristi Frank, Sochi Fried, Allan Louis, David Andrew 
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Reid, Savion Roach – in his Shaw Festival debut – and Graeme Somerville are also featured 
in this compelling psychological and dramatic portrait. 
 
AMADEUS is presented by arrangement with Concord Theatricals on behalf of Samuel French, Inc. concordtheatricals.com 
 
Production Sponsors: Jodey Porter, Sylvia Soyka. 
Age recommendation: 13+ 
 
 
COURT HOUSE THEATRE 
 
SLEUTH 
By Anthony Shaffer 
 
Directed by Peter Fernandes 
Set designed by Sim Suzer 
Costumes designed by Joyce Padua 
Lighting designed by Mikael Kangas 
Original music and sound designed by John Gzowski 
 
April 2 – October 9 
Available for review begins May 2 
 
Patrick Galligan portrays celebrated mystery writer Andrew Wyke, opposite Sepehr Reybod 
as his cunning rival Milo Tindle, in a fiendishly high-stakes game of revenge and power. Philip 
Mayfield, Liam McNulty and Stanley Rushton complete the cast of one of the most ingenious 
and unmissable psychological thrillers to grace the modern stage. Mature content. 
 
SLEUTH is presented by arrangement with Concord Theatricals on behalf of Samuel French, Inc. concordtheatricals.com 
 
Production Sponsors: Colleen & Brian Johnston. 
Age recommendation: 13+ 
 
 
JEEVES & WOOSTER 
in Perfect Nonsense 
A play from the works of P.G. Wodehouse 
By Robert Goodale and David Goodale 
 
Directed by Brendan McMurtry-Howlett 
Set and costumes designed by Sim Suzer 
Lighting designed by Kaileigh Krysztofiak 
Sound designed by Olivia Wheeler 
 
May 8 – October 10 
Available for review begins May 21 
 
In this gleeful tribute to theatrical wit and whimsy, Jeff Irving is Bertie Wooster – the hapless 
young aristocrat with a talent for getting himself into frightful scrapes – and Damien Atkins is 

https://www.concordtheatricals.com/
https://www.concordtheatricals.com/
https://www.concordtheatricals.com/
https://www.concordtheatricals.com/


 
 
 
 
 
 

 

his legendarily unruffled valet, Jeeves. Completing the cast is Travis Seetoo as loyal butler 
Seppings. 
 
JEEVES & WOOSTER IN PERFECT NONSENSE has been licensed by arrangement with The Agency (London) Ltd, and 
Independent Talent Group Limited. 
 
Age recommendation: 8+ 
 
 
A NEW WORK IN PROGRESS 
A Special Workshop Presentation of a new play 
Written and directed by Branden Jacobs-Jenkins 
 
August 1 – September 5 
 
Andrew Broderick, Janelle Cooper, Allan Louis, André Morin, David Andrew Reid, Savion 
Roach and Sophia Walker collaborate with Pulitzer Prize- and Tony Award-winning playwright 
Branden Jacobs-Jenkins on a world premiere workshop presentation. 
 
Production Sponsors: Andy Pringle Creative Reserve, Tim & Frances Price Risk Fund. 
 
 
JACKIE MAXWELL STUDIO THEATRE 
Sponsored by Paradigm Capital Inc. 
 
THE WIND IN THE WILLOWS 
Based on the play Toad of Toad Hall by A.A. Milne 
 
Adapted and directed by Fiona Sauder 
Set designed by Judith Bowden 
Costumes designed by Laura Delchiaro 
Lighting designed by Kevin Lamotte 
Fight and movement directed by Jack Davidson (née Rennie)  
 
May 22 – September 27  
Available for review begins June 21  
 
Gabriella Sundar Singh is the young, impressionable Mole, Sharry Flett is the resourceful 
Rat, Shawn Wright is the grumpy Badger and Lawrence Libor is the irrepressible Mr. Toad in 
the Shaw Festival’s new version of the adored 1908 children’s novel. This delightful tale of 
friendship, loyalty and bad behaviour also includes Matt Alfano, Sara Farb, Qasim Khan, 
Jaden Kim, Graeme Kitagawa, Allison McCaughey, Taurian Teelucksingh and Jacqueline 
Thair. 
 
Production Sponsors: Ron & Barbara Besse. 
Children & Family Programming Supporter: Christopher & Jeanne Jennings. 
Age recommendation: 6+ 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HEARTBREAK HOUSE 
By Bernard Shaw 
 
Directed by Tim Carroll 
Set and costumes designed by Ximena Pinilla 
Lighting designed by Louise Guinand 
Music direction, original music and sound designed by Claudio Vena 
Movement direction by Alexis Milligan 
 
June 20 – October 3 
Available for review begins July 9  
 
Widely regarded as one of Bernard Shaw’s finest plays, this richly layered Shavian masterpiece 
comes to life in a new Festival production. Tom Rooney as the enigmatic old sea dog Captain 
Shotover and Allison Edwards-Crewe as Ellie Dunn lead a cast that includes Neil Barclay, 
Fiona Byrne, Jason Cadieux, Julia Course, Kristi Frank, Sochi Fried, Martin Happer, 
Graeme Somerville, Sanjay Talwar and Michael Therriault. 
 
Production Sponsors: Gabriel Pascal Memorial Fund, Dorothy Strelsin Foundation. 
Age recommendation: 12+ 
 
 
OHIO STATE MURDERS 
By Adrienne Kennedy 
 
Directed by Philip Akin 
Set and costumes designed by Melanie McNeill 
Lighting designed by Jeff Pybus 
Original music and sound designed by Jacob Lin 
 
July 19 – October 3  
Available for review begins August 7  
 
Sophia Walker is Suzanne Alexander and André Morin is Robert Hampshire in the Shaw 
Festival’s production of Adrienne Kennedy’s critically acclaimed one-act play – a hauntingly 
powerful exploration of race, identity and grief. Mature content.  
 
OHIO STATE MURDERS is presented by arrangement with Concord Theatricals on behalf of Samuel French, Inc. 
concordtheatricals.com 
 
Age recommendation: 13+ 
 
Friends of The Shaw have enjoyed early access to 2026 season tickets since November 1. 
Tickets will be available to the public starting December 6. Orders can be placed through the 
Box Office at 1-800-511-SHAW (7429) or online at shawfest.com. Patrons wishing to receive 
front-of-the-line access to tickets are encouraged to become Friends of The Shaw. Call 1-800-
657-1106 ext. 2556 to learn more.  
 
The Shaw Festival’s 2025 season continues with Irving Berlin’s White Christmas and 
A Christmas Carol. 
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The Shaw Festival wishes to acknowledge and honour the land upon which its patrons and 
company members gather as the historic and traditional territory of First Nations peoples. 
Recognition and thanks are extended to the Neutral Nation, the Mississauga and the 
Haudenosaunee for their stewardship of these lands over millennia. 
 
About the Shaw Festival 
Inspired by the spirit of Bernard Shaw, the Shaw Festival creates unforgettable theatrical 
encounters. The Shaw is a place where people who are curious about the world gather to share 
the unique experience of live theatre and to create a deeper human connection with the artists, the 
beauty and abundance of Niagara and with each other. For more information, visit shawfest.com. 
 
Connect with the Shaw Festival 
Facebook | Instagram | #ShareYourShaw 
 
Media Contacts 

 Jenniffer Anand 
 Senior Manager, Communications 
 1-800-657-1106 x 2222 
 Mobile: 905-941-0018 
 janand@shawfest.com 

Ash Belmer 
Publicist, B-Rebel Communications 
Mobile: 416-617-8934 
ash@b-rebelcommunications.com 

 
 Matthew Bickerton 
 Communications Coordinator 
 1-800-657-1106 x 2224 
 Mobile: 905-941-0377 
 mattbickerton@shawfest.com 
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