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BE AMONG THE FIRST IN THE WORLD TO EXPERIENCE
A NEW WORK IN PROGRESS AT THE SHAW

- Branden Jacobs-Jenkins to make Shaw Festival directing debut
with a workshop presentation of a brand-new original production -

Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON (August 4, 2026) — A New Work in Progress, the workshop
presentation of a new production written and directed by Tony Award and Pulitzer Prize winning
playwright Branden Jacobs-Jenkins makes its world premiere at the Shaw Festival this
season. Created in association with The Shaw, this bold new production debuted in its
workshop run at the Court House Theatre, enabling audiences to witness the creative process

in action from August 1.

The tale of Cinderella is adored the world over, but there’s much more to this story than evil
stepfamilies, fairy godmothers and eligible princes. Real life doesn’t end when the story does
and this exciting, grown-up take on the classic fable imagines a darkly comic world beyond the
fairytale and asks both where these characters come from, as well as where they end up long
after the heroine puts away her glass slippers. It may not always be happily ever after, but even
for so-called evil stepmothers, life is but a work in progress.

The developmental run of A New Work in Progress is brought to life through Tatiana Kalagian
Kahvegian’s set design, with costume design by A.W. Nadine Grant and lighting design by
Isabella Byrd. The production also features sound design by Bray Poor and puppet design and
fabrication by Greg Corbino with incidental music composed by Alexa Belgrave and Ryan
deSouza. The stage management team includes stage manager Lisa Russell with assistant
stage managers Liz King and Annie McWhinnie.

On stage at the Court House Theatre (26 Queen Street) from August 1 to September 10, A
New Work in Progress is recommended for audience members 13+. Running time is
approximately two hours with one 15-minute intermission.

A New Work in Progress is generously sponsored by the Tim & Frances Price Risk Fund
and the Andy Pringle Creative Reserve.

Cast:

Andrew Broderick
Janelle Cooper
Allan Louis

André Morin

David Andrew Reid
Savion Roach
Sophia Walker

Creative & Production:
Branden Jacobs-Jenkins
Kimberley Rampersad
Tatiana Kalaigian Kahvegian
A.W. Nadine Grant

Cinderella - aka Ashley
New Wife

Father/Page

Prince

Older Step-Sibling
Younger Step-Sibling
Godmother

Director and Playwright
Associate Director

Set Designer

Costume Designer


https://www.shawfest.com/playbill/a-new-work-in-progress/

Isabella Byrd Lighting Designer

Bray Poor Sound Designer

Greg Corbino Puppet Designer

Ximena Pinilla Associate Set & Props Designer

Lisa Russell Stage Manager and Production Stage Manager
Liz King Assistant Stage Manager

Annie McWhinnie Assistant Stage Manager

Leigh McClymont Associate Production Stage Manager

Jeffrey Simlett Voice and Dialect Coach

Beyond the Stage Events and Activities

To complement its world-class performances, this season the Shaw Festival will offer more than
5,000 Beyond the Stage events, classes and activities for people of all ages. Programming
includes Positive Aging events, Arts Education for children and youth, Backstage Tours
and Artist Conversations, Coffee Concerts, Speakeasies, What’s In Your Songbook,
Gospel Choir, Perfect Pairings Concerts, Pop-Up Patios and so much more. Visit
shawfest.com/beyondthestage for more information. Generously supported by The Martin
Family as The Shaw’s Education Partner. Beyond the Stage workshops graciously supported
by the DeRoy Testamentary Foundation.

The Shaw Festival's 2026 season runs through to December 23 and is supported by the Ontario
Arts Council and the Canada Council for the Arts.
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The Shaw Festival wishes to acknowledge and honour the land upon which its patrons and
company members gather as the historic and traditional territory of First Nations peoples.
Recognition and thanks are extended to the Neutral Nation, the Mississauga and the
Haudenosaunee for their stewardship of these lands over millennia.

About the Shaw Festival

One of the largest charitable theatre companies in North America, the Shaw Festival’'s mission
is to enrich and connect people’s lives through theatre. Based in beautiful Niagara-on-the-Lake,
The Shaw’s 2026 productions include Funny Girl, One for the Pot, Amadeus, Sleuth, Jeeves
& Wooster in Perfect Nonsense, A New Work in Progress, The Wind in the Willows,
Heartbreak House and Ohio State Murders. The Shaw Festival’'s Holiday Season includes A
Year with Froq and Toad and Rodgers + Hammerstein’s Cinderella.

Through its All.Together.Now. campaign, The Shaw is creating new spaces and programs
where people can build real human connections and rediscover their creativity. For more
information, visit shawfest.com.

We don't stop playing because we grow old; we grow old because we stop playing. ~ Bernard Shaw

Connect with the Shaw Festival
Facebook | Instagram | Linkedin | #ShareYourShaw
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Matthew Bickerton Ash Belmer
Communications Co-ordinator Publicist, B-Rebel PR
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